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Art H300.02 (GEC) 5 cr: Introduction To Photography (Digital)

Professor: 
Robert Derr


Office: 
403B Haskett Hall






Telephone: 
292-9685 Office 

Email: 

derr.34@osu.edu   


Office Hours: 
TR: 11:30-1:30 pm or by appointment 

Meeting times:
T  R      8:30 - 11:18
HK-208 (Haskett Hall)

Weekly Lecture:     F      
1:30-2:18   
CM-200 (Cambell hall

GEC Statement

This course fulfills the Arts and Humanities Category for Visual and Performing Arts which has the following rationale and objectives: Arts and Humanities: Analysis of Texts and Works of Art.
Goals / Rationale:
Students evaluate significant writing and works of art.  Such studies develop capacities for aesthetic and historical response and judgment; interpretation and evaluation; critical listening, reading, seeing, thinking, and writing; and experiencing the arts and reflecting on that experience.

Course Description
The students in this course will become familiar with both digital and film cameras, the photographic processes of each, as well as the history and theory of photographic art making, through specific research that will mold his or her creative vision. Photography H300.02  is an Honors level introductory still photography class dealing with both the practical and conceptual basis of photography, but including  combined  components of working with both film and digital technology , an examination of  issues surrounding the public presentation and critical discourse inherent in this art form.  Just like the non-honors class, students will begin by learning basic photographic technique including operation of the camera, lenses and associated accessories, and application of basic photographic techniques such as exposure calculation, shutter speed control, manipulation of depth of field, etc. Further, the student will learn to understand and interpret photographic imagery, practice critical thinking, and discover the possibilities of camera made images. Lectures will introduce the work of noted photographers, the evolution of aesthetics and theory associated with the history of the medium, and examine the impact that the photographic image exerts in contemporary culture. Field trips and collaboration with graduate student researchers, will provide opportunity to examine how the photograph has redefined modern life. Learning experiences include: lectures, recitations, examinations, assignments, critiques of assignments, revisions, a field trip, a research paper on a photographer,  a final project with an associated paper, and a group exhibition.

In addition to the general Introduction to Photography course, the honors section will have a photography fieldtrip, expanded readings, a research paper on an important photographer, a final public project with a research paper describing the students research into the history and theory of photography (the public component of the project will be the exhibition of the photographs in the Haskett Hall viewing cases), and the midterm and final exams will include essay questions and fill in the blank questions covering slide recognition, history, theory, and technical aspects of photography.

Learning Objectives
1. Students develop abilities to be enlightened observers or active participants in the visual, spatial, musical, theatrical, rhetorical, or written arts.
2. Students describe and interpret achievement in the arts and literature.

3. Students explain how works of art and literature express social and cultural issues.

Course Objectives
1.  To increase an understanding of visual communication through photography.

2.  To advance understanding of photographic theory, technique, and aesthetics.

3.  To develop an increased ability to express personal understandings and insights through photography.

4.  To develop an understanding of the criticism of photographic images and their relationship to materials, techniques, content, and context.

Disability Services
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292 - 3307, TDD 292 - 0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.   

Course Requirements
(Note: all slides, prints, and digital files turned in for grading must be your own work and done during this quarter.)

40%
Successful completion of four assignments. 

10% 
Attendance and active participation in all class meetings, demonstrations and critiques. 

10%
Research paper on photographer

10%
Midterm exam. Exams will include history/theory questions from the readings and the Thursday 


lectures as well as technical questions learned during class sections.

10% 
Final exam

10%
Final project and research paper.

10%
Participation in exhibition

Attendance / Late Submission of Assignments
You are allowed two absences during the duration of the course. Each subsequent absence will lower the final grade by 1/3  a  letter grade. A student with six absences will receive an automatic E. Late assignments will lose one letter grade per class day (note: this penalty might be specified differently by your instructor.) If you are more than 15 minutes tardy to class, you will be counted absent. Attendance will be taken at Friday lectures by your instructor.

Evaluations 

Your photographic work will be evaluated based on the following general criteria:

1.  Clarity of conceptual approach, effectiveness of the work, and inventiveness of the work.

2.  Degree of effort put forth by the student.

3.  Technical excellence - the application of learned techniques.

Grading Scale
A
(93-100)
work of exceptional quality: student excels at verbalizing 




ideas, assignments are of exceptional quality

A- 
(90-92)

work of very high quality: student excels at verbalizing ideas, 




assignments are of very high quality

B+ 
(87-89)

work of high quality, which reflects higher than average 




abilities: student has a high level of participation during discussion, 




assignments are of high quality

B 
(83-86)

very good work that satisfies goals of the course: student has 




a very good level of participation during discussion, assignments are of 




very good quality

B-
(80-82)

slightly above average work that satisfies the goals of the 




course: student has a very good level of participation during discussion, 




assignments are of good quality

C+
(77-79)

acceptable work, which reflects an understanding of course 




material: student has an average level of participation during discussion, 




assignments are of an average quality

C
(73-76)

adequate work; passable: student has a less than average 




level of participation during discussion, assignments are of an adequate quality

C-
(70-72)

passing work but below good academic standing: student has 




a less than average level of participation during discussion, 




assignments are of a less than adequate quality

D+
(67-69)

below adequate work: student has a below average level of 




participation during discussion, assignments are below average quality

D
(60-66)

well below average work: student has a well below average 




level of participation during discussion, assignments are well below 




average quality

E
(59-0)

failure; no credit

Academic Misconduct
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp.

Text  

We recommend Photography, by Henry Horenstein and Russell Hart, Prentice-Hall, 2006. This is available at the University Bookstore and other campus area bookstores. 

All course readings will be available on Carmen.

Readings For Art 300.02 H                                                                        

Technical Readings For Film
Read the three Horenstein/Hart on Carmen, as well as the first two (pages 42-51, 176-185) London excerpts by the 2nd week of class.  

Note: Many Midterm and Final Exams questions will come from these chapters.            

Read third excerpt from London (pages 268-277) by the 4th week of class.

Technical Readings For Digital                                                                         

Read the three Eismann readings first, then the readings for Art 300 above by the 3rd week of class.

Note: Many Midterm and Final Exam questions for Art 300.02 will come from the Eismann chapters as well as the chapters required for Art 300 above.

Theory Readings For  Art H300.02
1. John Szarkowski
Jan. 4

2. Susan Sontag 
Jan. 15

3. Douglas Crimp
Feb. 12

4. Vicki Goldberg
Feb. 21

Procedures for all Assignments
1.  There will be additional discussion in class for each assignment.  Do not begin assignments until then.

2.  Each assignment (if using slides) will be properly mounted slides labeled with the student's name and the assignment # on the mount. All 36 slides should be in a plastic slide page. Most assignments will be done using print film processed commercially at Cord or Target and Walmart, which are cheaper.

3.  Each assignment will be submitted with the appropriate digital prints and a CD containing all the digital images made for the assignment. The prints will represent your final solution to the assignment and the CD will contain all your initial images.

Assignments
Due
1. Assignment #1, part A
 Jan. 10


    Assignment #1, part B 
 Jan. 17

2. Photo as Document
 Jan. 31

3. Photographer Research Paper
 Feb. 5/7

3. Portrait/Self-Portrait
 Feb. 12


4. Photographs as Fiction
 Feb. 26


5. Final Project & Research Paper
 Mar. 13


Self-Derived Final Project, Research Paper  & Work for Exhibition
This will be a self-derived project that includes fifteen to twenty prints, which are presented appropriately. In addition, you will also be responsible for a research paper about your project, including your interest in the critical readings and photographers discussed in class. In your paper you should discuss the photographs from the photographer of influence as well as discuss your own work. You should compare and contrast your work with the work of other artists. You should use the critical readings to help direct your creative interests or bolster your conceptual direction for your project. 

The final project is an opportunity for you to expand on an idea from an earlier project or to create a new project of your own choosing that is meaningful to you. Since time is short, one possibility would be to continue work on project #4 and expand it for your final project. Consult with your instructor with your plans for a final project before you start doing the work. Your instructor might also suggest materials that would be appropriate research for the project. You may resolve your idea in any photographic form, which is conceptually appropriate: slides, black and white prints or color prints processed at Cord. Consider adding text panels to your prints etc. Consideration should be given to the presentation and to the ideas / theory that have influenced the work. 

Requirements for the paper are as follows:

· Cover page

· 3-5 page paper

· Arial, 12 pt font

· Double spaced

· Annotated Bibliography with at least four sources

· MLA, Univ. Chicago, or APA format


Weekly Lectures 

Friday Jan. 6:

The Syntax of Photography: light, the frame, the moment, point of view. 

Friday Jan. 13:

Invention of Photography. 

Friday Jan. 20:

Concerned & Modernist Photography. 

Friday Jan. 27:

New Objectivity & Surrealist Photography.

Friday Feb. 3:

Abstract to Street Photography.

Friday Feb. 10:

Midterm. 

Friday Feb. 17:

Pop to Conceptual Photography. 

Friday Feb. 24:

Feminist to Postmodern Photography. 

Friday Mar. 3:

Contemporary Photography. 

Friday Mar. 10:

Final Exam.

Monday Mar 13:
Group exhibit, final critique

Streaming Video Lectures

You will be responsible to view each lecture each week and become familiar with the material discussed in each.  You will be tested over the first five lectures on the mid-term exam, and the last three on the final exam. You should be able to identify the name of the photographer to his or her photograph in the slide recognition component of the exam, as well as understand the theoretical issues surrounding art and photography from each lecture. 

Below is a link to view the streaming video lectures. You may need to download the Real One Player software to view the lectures on your personal computer. Real One Player can be used on either a PC or Mac. 

Mid-term Exam Lectures
Lecture 1.

http://streaming.service.ohio-state.edu/mediawww/art300au06/derr01/index.htm

 
Lecture 2.

http://streaming.service.ohio-state.edu/mediawww/art300au06/derr02/index.htm

 
Lecture 3.
      http://streaming.service.ohio-state.edu/mediawww/art300au06/derr03/index.htm

Lecture 4.

http://streaming.service.ohio-state.edu/mediawww/art300au06/derr04/index.htm

 
Lecture 5.
      http://streaming.service.ohio-state.edu/mediawww/art300au06/derr05/index.htm

Final Exam Lectures

Lecture 6.

http://streaming.service.ohio-state.edu/mediawww/art300au06/derr06/index.htm

 
Lecture 7.

http://streaming.service.ohio-state.edu/mediawww/art300au06/derr07/index.htm

 
Lecture 8.
               http://streaming.service.ohio-state.edu/mediawww/art300au06/derr08/index.htm
General Procedures
Students must provide their own slide and color print processing through a commercial lab. Art H300.02 students must provide their own printing and transfer of digital files to a CD through a commercial lab.

Lockers are available in the 4th floor lab area on a shared basis. A combination lock must be used and registered with the 3rd floor lab office. 

University procedures state that for a 5 credit hour class, the average student will need to spend 15 hours per week (in and out of class) to earn a C. Photography 300.01 & 300.02 is scheduled for 5 hours in lecture and class.  Students should expect to spend approximately 10 additional hours for readings, photographing, slide and print sorting, etc. 

Materials and Cameras  

Consult your Instructor. Approximate cost $200 - $600 dependent upon your possession of a camera.  You need the appropriate camera to succeed in this course. The basic point and shoot camera is insufficient. Although called H300.02 (Digital) this honors course combines elements of both 300.01 and 300.02 and you will need access to a film camera for the slides.

· 35mm adjustable camera with light meter (manual control of shutter, aperture, focus and ISO must be possible). 

· Digital format adjustable camera with a minimum of 3 megapixels (control of shutter, aperture, white balance, flash, exposure compensation, and ISO must be possible). Camera Recommendation: Canon Power Shot A 600 level (there are several models) all have Av, Tv, M, controls and the more full range of apertures.  The A 620 is under $200 and the A 630 is under $300. Ask me to be sure that your camera is right for the class.
· CD’s to store and submit digital files.

· 2- 4 rolls of transparency film (good for E-6 processing)  

· A fine line waterproof marker (Sharpie works very well) for marking slide mounts and CDs. 

· Standard gray card.  

·  Dry mount tissue and mat board. X-acto knife, metal edge, etc.

Film & Print Processing
For slide processing: Cord Camera (5th Avenue store is the fastest-1132 W. 5th Avenue) Slide Service International (Spring Street, downtown) is higher quality  

For supplies and used photo equipment: Midwest Photo Exchange, 3313 N. High St., 261-1264

Most camera stores: Cord, CVS, Target, and Meyer can print directly from your camera or memory card. They can also transfer your files to a CD for long-term storage. Epson ink and paper can be purchased at computer stores.

Web Resources

B&H Photo Video www.bhphotovideo.com

Epson www.epson.com

Freestyle www.freestyle.com

H300.02 Course Schedule
Week 1
R 
Overview. Review of Syllabus. Discuss course materials and requirements.


Bring cameras and camera manuals to next class. Start discussion of camera controls and light metering methods. Assign the Photographer's Eye (Reading #1). Assign Assignment #1.
F

Mass Lecture #1. The Syntax of Photography.

Week 2



T 

Discuss Reading#1. Assign reading #2.  Discuss camera 
controls and metering  methods. Students to start looking at technical readings at Library's Electronic Reserves. Class excursion outside. Go outside and start doing   Assignment # 1, Part A, as a group.


R 

Presentation and discussion of Assignment #1, Part A.  Discuss Part B.
F

Mass Lecture #2. Invention of Photography.

Week 3
T 

Work on Assignment #1, Part B. Discuss reading #2.

R

Presentation and discussion of Assignment #1, Part B. 
Discuss Assignment #2

F

Mass Lecture #3. Concerned & Modernist Photography.

Week 4
T 

Photo field trip for Assignment #2.

R

Presentation and discussion of Assignment #2.
F

Mass Lecture #4. New Objectivity & Surrealist Photography.
Week 5
T 

Discuss Assignment #2 and #3. Work on concepts of how to present art work.

R

Presentation and discussion of Assignment #2. Continue discussion of Assignment #3. 

F

Mass Lecture #5.  Abstract to Street Photography.

Week 6
T 

Students present photographer research paper.



Review slides and materials for mid-term.

R 

Students present photographer research paper. Assign Reading #3. Work on Assignment #3.

F

Midterm Exam

Week 7
T 

Presentation and discussion of Assignment #3.
R 

Spillover from Assignment #3. Discuss Assignment #4. Show work related to assignment #4.

F

Mass Lecture #6. Pop to Conceptual Photography. 
Week 8
T 

Discuss and show work related to Assignment #4. Discuss Reading #3. Discuss Final Project.



Students to start work on Final Project and Research Paper.

R

Discuss reading #4. 



Meet individually with students to discuss final project and research paper ideas

F

Mass Lecture #7. Feminist to Postmodern Photography.

Week 9
T

Presentation and Critique of Assignment #4
R

Spillover from Assignment #4. Discuss reading #4. Work on Final Project and Research Paper.  

F

Mass Lecture #7. Contemporary Photography.

Week 10
T   

Review Slides and Materials for Final Exam. Work on Final Project and Research Paper.

R     

Review Slides and Materials for Final Exam. Work on Final Project and Research paper.

F

Final Exam
Week 11
T

Final Project Presentations.  Display work in Haskett Hall viewing cases.

This schedule may be revised. 


